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Abstract

The aim of this study was to see the impact of parents’ profession on learning English at
intermediate level. With respect to learning English as a second language (as in Pakistan) has
several challenges in the academic achievement for the students. Some of these are students’
lack of appropriate study skills and strategies; their academic learning anxiety; their low social
self-efficacy; their financial difficulties; and improper guidance from the family members. In
the case of family members parents have a great influence in this perspectives and learning a
language means acquiring the set of pragmatic norms and cultural values embedded in the
target language. But the cultural values and social norms are transferred from home
environment especially from parents to children. In relation to interacting family norms;
parents’ attitude, parents’ academic level are considered important. Therefore, the study was
conducted to explore further dimensions of parents’ impact on their children’s learning
English. The objective of this study was especially to see the impact of parents’ profession on
their children’s learning English language. Participants were 430 students of intermediate
class. A self-reported survey questionnaire was used to collect the data. The collected data was
analyzed by using SPSS-16 to find mean value and correlation value.
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The results revealed that for learning English parents’ profession has positive correlation on it that
varies with respect to their professions.
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Introduction

Pakistan is a multilingual country where students have to learn more than one language even from
early years of their schooling. These languages are English, Urdu that is a national language,
Arabic taken as a sacred language due to having the language of the Holy Quran (Pakistan being a
Muslim sate and the Quranic education is compulsory part of school education) and in the province
of Sindh, Sindhi (a regional language) are part of basic education. In the case of learning
languages; a child learns mother tongue and a dominating language of that area if that is other than
mother tongue by informal method at home as well as from the society where one lives (Melhuish,
Phan, Sylvia, Sammons & Taggart, 2008). With respect to learning a language in Pakistan; English
is given much importance even from the academic year 2011-12 mathematics and science subjects
have been introduced in English from class 6™ to 10™. All this importance is given to English due
to these reasons;

e Pakistan had been a part of British colonialism (before independence) and English remains
the language of power and prestige.

e English is a language of science and technology.

e English language is used for communication at international level and 85% (Cao, 2007) of
international organizations in the world use English as their official language for
trans-national communication.

e It is a language of education especially at higher education level and in science and
technology the medium of instruction is English in Pakistan.

e Most of the learning material of high rank is found in this language.

Other than Pakistan in international scenario during last few decades the role of English language
has developed all around the world (Hui, 2001), especially as a lingua franca for economic and
scientific exchange. At international level educational, economic, scientific and technological
globalization has greatly speeded up the growth in the use of English language as a language of
communication. So, English has got a place of power and prestige and its knowledge guarantees a
secure future and better job (Rasool & Mansoor, 2007) in Pakistan due to which much emphasis is
being given on its’ learning in Pakistan.

1.1. Learning a language and factors affecting on it

Almost all job descriptions now stress communication skill that is the mean of the use of a
language use. We need a language to think and to talk as well as to assist other’s language and to
explicit our thoughts. According to Dickens (2005) linguist is studying the behaviours and
characteristics of language acquisition at different stages in life. With respect to learning (Adeeb,
Arshad, Aman & Najam, 2010) other than internal, external factors are also important that mediate
processes and actualize the genetic tendency of children into skills, abilities, and adaptive
strategies, which result in resilience. In the case of development, there is interaction between;
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a) Intrinsic factors: these are child’s own characteristics across developmental domains. During
their development children vary in this respect with respect to biological, physical,
psycho-cognitive, social, emotional etc that impact on their learning.

b) Extrinsic factors; are school and family environments. The learning situation for bilingual
learners varies greatly with respect to culture, region and home environment. At home a child is
more likely to learn dominant language quickly and competently (Nitta, 2006). These indicators
are parents’ education; socio-economic background; family situation; primary language of
parents; gender; attitude towards learning that language; parental involvement in school etc.

This study has focused on family environment that are formed on socio-economic and
socio-cultural characteristics such as, English literacy of the people, attitude of the society towards
English, atmosphere at home with respect to parents’ education, occupation, facilitating for
learning, use of media at home.

1.2. Community involvement

Most of the time a child spends in the society where a child learns and builds habits. It is the
society that nourishes habits of children about things, their likeness and unlikeness and it is
motivation for learning (Smith, 2005). Children adopt norms and traditions from the society that
every society has established to live a peaceful life. So it is the duty of society to provide complete
education and environment (Gratze, 2006) for this. In the same way community indirectly involve
in a family for educating a child by the name of cultural traditions (Brighton, Kirbey & Smith,
2005, Qadeer, 2006). In this case low-income neighborhoods in which low socio-economic status
families live; have a great influence on children’s learning that are related to the quality of public
schools, community resources, peer influences such as role models, and parental monitoring. In
case of creation of atmosphere for learning and building attitudes of children their own (people of
that society) education plays an important role.

1.3. English literacy and attitude of people of area

Peoples’ literacy and interest has a great influence on learners of that area because community not
only helps (Gelade & Stehlik, 2004) directly on learning a subject but also moulds their aptitude
for learning, learning style and building the concept about that subject. According to Kindles
(2002) learning style is an individual’s natural, habitual, and preferred ways of absorbing,
processing, and retaining new information and skills and “Culture,” on the other hand, stresses
not only the individual, but is also what is shared by the members of a group. So, learning styles is
strongly influenced by the culture. There is another factor that learning a language means (Zhang
Xue-wei & Yan Ying-Jun 2006) acquiring the set of pragmatic norms and cultural values
embedded in the target language that endangered to spoil learners’ parental cultural values. In
learning a foreign language negative attitudes of society (Selma, Elyidirum & Sally, Ashton, 2006)
impede learning of that language and conversely positive attitude increase language learning
success.

1.4. Home environment; parents’ role

Home is the place from where a child starts its’ learning and is always flux of all hopes of a child.
So atmosphere of the home, relations of family members with children and time spend and how
time is spent is the matter. All these things build and nourish habits, characters and attitudes of a
child towards things. All these things in most of the cases depend on parents’ education, profession
and system of society. The amount and quality of time that parents spend with their children, the
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emotional health of parents, the level of stimulation, the physical environment at home (Report to
Australian Government by Department of Education and Training, 2005), and the affective and
warmth provided in the parent-child relationship also affect much in this case. With respect to
direct affect on learning at home is the learning and stimulation environment at home. In creating
home environment for learning parents’ education plays a major role (Aturupane, Glewwe &
Winswnieski, 2009). This stimulation is in different form; reward on performance, enquiring about
study progress, provision of educational requirements and facilities without any delay and
hesitation, kind words, passionate behaviour help to motivate children to learn and build
confidence among their children. Parents are centre of all activities and a source of inspiration for
their children and children imitate them. All it depends upon parents that what kind of atmosphere
they are providing to their children for learning and making attitudes at home. A socio-cultural
approach to child development assumes (Aram, 2009) that children’s mental progress is gained
through social interactions with parents that are the major providers of experiences to their young
children. Families set children’s basic skills that establish foundations for later literacy
development. In this case mother and father play central roles. Mother’s lap is first learning
institution for children along with mother’s education and profession play important role in this
case (Irum, 2007). A mother still shoulder the lion’s share of the parenting, but fathers’
involvement relative to that of mother’s appears to be increasing (Yeung, Sandberg, Davis-Kean &
Hofferth, 2001).

In Pakistan father is head of the family and has decision power so father is responsible for all
activities of family members and with respect to behaviour has an important impact on a child’s
overall development. A father’s own education (www.fatherhoodinstitute.org) level is an
important predictor of his child’s educational achievement. Successful child rearing requires
active and continuing physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual presence of parents in the lives
of their children. While the relationship of parents’ education and occupation value system of
students, (Donner, 2006) found positive correlation of father’s education and occupation with
knowledge power, stimulation and social values, while mothers education has positive correlation
with economic value. At home educated parents involve their children in a range reading, writing
activities along with story telling that traditionally every family in all over the world parents tell
them.

1.5. Socio-economic conditions of parents

Parents’ socio-economic status has direct impact on their children’s learning (Jerrim, 2009) in the
form of providing educational resources. According to a Report to the Department of Education
and Training Australia in 2010 gap of scores attained by students whose parents were poor and
prosperous was observed. Parents pass on a measure of their advantages or disadvantages to their
children that affect their children’s educational outcomes. The duration, degree, and timing of
poverty the parents spend during their children’s educational career have a great impact on their
learning. Parents with lower incomes (Gratze, 2006) often have to work longer hours to earn more
for their families. This leaves less time for them to spend among their family members and getting
more involved in their kids’ learning process. There is also more conflict in homes of lower
incomes because there is more tension on provision of needs of the family either basic or/and
luxuries of life and cause stress within the family. With respect to provision of education parents
always wanted their children to do well in the institutions because it helps in shaping their future
(Smith, Ewing & Cornu, 2003).
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1.6. Use of Media for learning English

Television is one of the most prevalent media at homes being used only for the purpose of
amusement that influences kids’ life (Canadian Teachers’ Federation in 2004) but it depends on
the time spend on watching T.V(Television), whether they watch alone or with adults, or whether
their parents talk with them about what they watch on television. To minimize the negative effects
of television, it is important to understand its’ use in a positive way. Parents should pay attention to
what their children see and use it for learning purpose. For example English that is frequently
being used in all the programmes can be helpful to enrich English vocabulary. As in society, new
technologies (Allan, Peter & Katerine, 2000) have created demands for educating students in new
skills and new media supports the teaching of these skills better than more traditional instructional
methods. So as the demands on education change, understanding how to use new media to teach
new skills is critical. In this era of science and technology (Parkinson, McAdam & Moffett, 2004)
a broader array of communication tools are developed for learning. Among these, each of the new
media has different affordances and constraints with respect to its application. So it needs a better
understanding that what kind of communication each medium is the best suited for the learners.
Television is one of the most prevalent media in homes in Pakistan that influences on kids’ lives
should be guided to use for learning purposes.

2. OBJECTIVES

The main objective of this study was to see children’s learning English from parents’ having
different professions. Its objective was to see relation of parents’ profession on their children’s
learning.

The Research tool
A self structured and self-reporting survey questionnaire based on five point Likert-scales was
used to collect the required information.
The items that were considered important for this study and the research too contains were;
e Literacy of the people of the area
Helps provided by the people of the area in learning English
Helps provided in learning at home
Financial support provided by parents
Use of media for learning English

3. Research Methodology

3.1. Population and sample

Population of this study was the students of intermediate classes from different disciplines of the
district Rahim Yar Khan, Punjab, Pakistan. In this study random sampling technique was used.
The number of the respondents was 430 with nearly equal number of female and male, rural and
urban students.

Categories of the respondents
The percentage values presented in graphical form are rounded up.
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The number of the respondents from arts groups (Humanities) was 32%, science (pre-medical and
pre-engineering) 35% and from I-Com (intermediate in commerce) was 33%. Gender wise
division of the respondents was 49% male and 51% female that is nearly equal.

Graph-1: Fathers’ profession of the respondents

26% 28%
O Labourer
B Farmer
O Land-lord
O Gowt.servent

23% 23%

According to the graph-1 the number of the respondents with respect to their father profession was
labourer 28%, farmer 23%, land-lord 23% and serving in government sector were 26%.

Graph-2: Mothers’ profession of the respondents

47% -
@ House wife
5306 B working woman
0

Graph-2 presents number of the respondents’ with respect to their mother’s profession that is 47%
housewives and 53% working persons.

3.2. Data analysis and interpretation
A self-reporting survey questionnaire having five point Likert-scales was used to collect the

required information. Data was tabulated by giving values;
Strongly disagree=1, Disagree=2, Un-decided=3, Agree=4, Strongly agree=5.
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The reliability of the tool was checked by internal consistency method using SPSS-16 by finding
Cronbach’s alpha value that was 0.865 overall and no single item’s reliability was found less than
0.70. That according to Ingalill, Thomas, Jonhn and Bondmark (2007) the calculated value 0.70 or
higher is reliable.

Graph-3: Impact of Fathers’ profession on their children learning English

6
O Labourer
4 B Farmer
2 O Land-lord
O Gout servant
0 .
Literacy | Family |Financial Hpme Use of
environm . Ovwerall
and help| help help media
ent
O Labourer 2.61 3.5 3.58 3.42 3.3 3.34
® Farmer 2.68 3.46 3.54 3.3 3.14 3.32
O Land-lord 3.1 3.67 3.5 3.74 3.31 3.58
O Govt servant |  2.96 3.91 3.67 4 3.3 3.65

Graph-3 presents detail calculated results in mean values. The calculated result is presented into
four categories of respondents’ fathers’ professions and also culture of the areas that are affecting
on their learning English at intermediate level. According to it help from the society and attitude
where land-lord professionals are living has mean values 3.10, government servant 2.96, farmers
2.68 and labourer 2.61. In the same way family help in learning English is among government
servants 3.91, land-lords 3.67, labourer 3.50 and farmers 3.46. The calculated mean values with
respect to providing financial help to their children fathers having working in government sectors
is 3.67, labourer 3.58, farmers 3.54 and land-lords is 3.50. Home environment conducive for
learning is having fathers’ in government sectors 4.00, land-lords 3.47, labourer 3.42 and farmers
3.30. So while using media that is T.V at home to enrich English at home is having father
profession of land-lord 3.31, labour and in government sectors 3.30, and of having farmers’ is
3.14.

Overall atmosphere for English learners at intermediate level is more positive for the learners
having their fathers’ working in government sectors as (M=3.65, Max=5).

Graph-4: Mothers’ profession and their children learning English
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Graph-4 present the calculated mean values of the provision of help for learning English in a
society with respect to learners’ mothers’ professions. Provision of help from the society having
housewives’ children is 2.93 and working is 2.84 while help at home is 4.00 at working women
and 3.62 housewives. In the same way financial help to both categories is 1.54 and 1.52 while
positive environment for learning is of working women 4.95 and housewives is 3.60 on the other
hand use of media to enrich English is 3.52, 3.31.
Overall results shows that provision of societal helps for learning English to the learners having
their mothers on job is more as compare to those whose mothers are housewives.
Table: 1. Correlation of parents’ profession

Family help Financial support  Home environment Over all

R Sign R Sign R Sign R Sign
Father’s 0.177 0.00 0.009 0.00 0.172 0.00 0.159 0.00
occupation
Mother’s 0.190 0.00 0.009 0.00 0.147 0.00 0.164 0.00
occupation

Table-1 compares the affects of respondents’ father and mother profession on their learning
English. With respect to family help is guidance of brothers/sisters, parents’, relatives in learning
English. In this respect mother’s profession has more close relationship with her children’s
learning English (0.199>0.177). It may be due to that working women in most of the cases are
educated and help their children in learning.

With respect to financial help of parents to their children’s learning English purposes that shows
insignificant results. It means parents provide financial help to their children without any
distinction of their professions (0.009 both). Parents’ providing learning atmosphere at home that
varies with respect to their profession. In this case mother’s and father’s profession has significant
affect on it but father’s profession has greater value of correlation (0.172> 0.147). In Pakistan a
man is head of the family and in Pakistani culture families are called male dominant so all the
decisions are taken by the head of the family so man is responsible for creating atmosphere that he
likes.
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The overall picture of social factors affecting on learning English with respect to parents’
professions shows that both the values are significant but mother’s profession shows by
calculated values (0.169>0.159) greater affect on provision of learning conducive for learning
English out of institutions.

Results and Discussion

Parents are considered responsible for nurturing the habits of their children. Children learn
from home and society especially from their peers. There is significant correlation between
fathers’ profession and helps provided to the offspring foe learning English especially with
fathers’ profession who are working in government sector have greater value that may be due
to that they live in the area where most of the people are educated of English. As if learners are
living in a society where people of the area are well educated and that education has culture
relevancy, students would learn more (Shamim, 2008; Hywel, 2010). But in this study students
are living in the areas where most of the people of that society are not well in English in spite of
that they encourage English learners to learn English. It may be due to that they are well aware
of the importance of English that ensures their jobs (Mahboob, 2003; Rahman 2006). English is
considered a language of elite families and jobs (Rahman, 2006; Shamim, 2008). Most of the
parents afford educational expenses of their children and it has a positive impact on students’
learning that is associated with their parents’ income it supports the claim of Shamim (2006);
Gulzar and Qadir (2010). At home in Pakistani culture female is dominant in creating home
atmosphere as well as look after her children. It is also found in this study by calculating
correlation value that has high value than that of calculated values of correlation of the fathers
of the respondents. With respect to financial support parents afford expenses of their
offspring for learning English and the calculated value of parents high than that of mothers it
may be due to that in Pakistani culture father is responsible of provision of financial resources.

266 www.macrothink.org/ijld



= ™ ISSN 2164-4063
Institute 2012, Vol. 2, No. 1

References

A\\ Macrothink International Journal of Learning & Development

Adeeb, M A; Arshad,M; Kashif, N & Amanullah (2010) The role of culture in developing
English language learning. CHHSS, 26-28 February, 2010

Aram, D (2009).Writing with young children: a comparison of paternal and maternal
guidance
(http://lwwwa3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/123275636)

Aturupane, H; Glewwe, P & Wisniewski,S (2007). The Impact of School Quality,
Socio-Economic Factors and Child Health on Students’ Academic Performance: Evidence
from Sri Lankan Primary Schools
(http://faculty.apec.umn.edu/pglewwe/documents/SLed_ha5.pdf)

Burnett, R (2000).Context, Communication and Learning: The Meaning of Learning Project;
Learning Development Institute Presidential Session at AECT Denver: Emily Carr Institute
of Art and Design October 25-28, 2000

Donner, H (2006). Committed Mothers and Well-Adjusted Children: Privatization,
Early-Years Education and Motherhood in Calcutta; Modern Asian Studies 40, 2 (2006)
Pp. 371-395.

Elyas, T (2008): The Attitude and the Impact of the American English as a Global Language
within  the Saudi Education System; Vol.: 2 (1), 28-48 University of Adelaide, Australia.

Elyildirnm, S & Ashton, S (2006). Creating Positive Attitudes towards English as A Foreign
Language: English teaching Forum M. N-4

Genc, B & Ba, E (2005).Culture in Language Learning and Teaching: The Reading Matrix.
Vol. 5, No. 1, April 2005

Gonzélez, V (2001). The Role of Socioeconomic and Socio-cultural Factors in Language
Minority Children’s Development; Bilingual Research Journal.25:1 Spring & Winter
(2001)

Govea, M J (2007).The Cultural Influence of ‘Power Distance’ in Language Learning:
Module-1: For The University of Birmingham MA TEFL/TESL Open Distance Learning
Programme, Language Teaching Methodology & Classroom Research and Research
Methods

Gratz, J (2006). The Impact of Parents’ Background on their Children’s Education

Educational Studies 268: Saving Our Nation, Saving Our Schools: Public Education for
Public Good

267 www.macrothink.org/ijld


http://faculty.apec.umn.edu/pglewwe/documents/SLed_ha5.pdf

ISSN 2164-4063

\\ Macrothil'lk International Journal of Learning & Development
- ™
AWM Institute 2012, Vol. 2, No. 1

Gulzar, A.M & Qadir, A. S. (2010). Issues of Language(s) Choice and Use: A Pakistani
Perspective. Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences.Vol. 30, No. 2 pp. 413-424

House, J (2007). What is an ‘Intercultural Speaker’? Springer Dordrecht, The Netherlands.

Hui, D (2001), The Globalization of English in China; Reflections on the teaching of English in
China. International Education Journal Vol 2, No 4, 2001 Educational Research
Conference 2001.

( http://www.flinders.edu.au/education/iej)

Jerrim, J & Micklewright, J (2009). Children’s education and parents’ socio-economic status:
distinguishing the impact of mothers and fathers: August 2009 seminar participants at IRP
for comments.

M. Reynolds (2001); Why are the British such poor language learners? Sociolinguistic issues
LAGB ‘Linguistics at School Panel’ Reading, September 5™ 2001

Matsumoto, M & Obana, Y (2001). Motivational Factors and Persistence in Learning
Japanese as a Foreign Language; New Zealand Journal of Asian Studies 3, 1: 59-86.

Melhuish, C E; Phan, B M; Kathy Sylva; Sammons, Siraj-Blatchford, | & Taggart, B (2008).
Effects of the Home Learning Environment and Preschool Center Experience upon
Literacy and Numeracy Development in Early Primary School: Journal of Social Issues,
Vol. 64, No. 1, 2008, pp. 95—114

Mushtag, 1 (2006). Impact of literate and illiterate mothers on education of their children:
M.Phil Thesis

Nitta, T (2006). Affective, Cognitive and Social factors affecting Japanese learners of English
in Cape Town. M.A Thesis: University of the Western Cape.

Paul, M H (2008).Achievement Motivational Characteristics of University Foreign Language
Learners: From the Classroom to the Tutoring Table; Foreign Language Annals, 41(4).

Peter,C A; Neville & Bielaczyc, K (2000) The Role of Different Media in Designing Learning
Environments. International Journal of Artificial Intelligence in Education (2000), 11,
144-162

Qadeer, A M (2006). Pakistan Social and cultural transformation in Muslim nation: Routledge
New York, Madison Avenue

268 www.macrothink.org/ijld


http://www.flinders.edu.au/education/iej

ISSN 2164-4063

\\ Macrothil'lk International Journal of Learning & Development
- ™
AWM Institute 2012, Vol. 2, No. 1

Rabia, S (2003). Cognitive and Social Factors Affecting Arab Students Learning English as a
Third Language in Israel. Educational Psychology.
(http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713415498)

Rahman, T (2006). Language policy, multilingualism and language vitality in Pakistan. Trends
in linguistics studies and monographs 175: 73

Redding, S; Langdon, Meyer, J & Shelley, P (2004) The Effects of Comprehensive Parent
Engagement on Student Learning Outcomes. Academic Development Institute: Presented
at the annual convention of the American Educational Research Association.
(http://www.media-awareness.ca)

Report to NSW Department of Education and Training Equity Programs and Distance
Education Directorate Level 16, 1 Oxford St DARLINGHURST NSW Australia 2010

Richard, C J (2008). Growing up with TESO. English Teachers’ Forum. USA: V-46, N-1,
2008.

Sabiha, M. (2005). Language Planning in Higher Education; A Case Study of Pakistan. Oxford
University press UK

Shamim, F.(2008). Trends, issues and challenges in English language education in Pakistan:
Asia Pacific Journal of Education
(http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713724324)

Smith, S G; Ewing, R & Cornu, L R (2003). Teaching: challenges and dilemma. Thomson,
Austeralia

Wu, L & Cao, T (2007). English language teaching in non-English language countries: the
curriculum impact of globalisation and computer-mediated communication
(http://nitinat.library.ubc.ca/ojs/index.php/tci)

Xue-we, Z; & Ying-jun,Y (2006).Culture Influences on English Language Teaching:
US-China Education Review. V-3, N-8

269 www.macrothink.org/ijld


http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713415498
http://www.media-awareness.ca/
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713724324
http://nitinat.library.ubc.ca/ojs/index.php/tci

